
 

Partnership Meeting Minutes 
Monday 6th February 2017, 7pm at Big Worle Hub 

 
Attendees – Karen Blake (minutes) Denise Hunt (chair) Keith Bush, Ian Smith, 
Richard Sanger-Davies, Bob Clifton, Mike Kellaway-Marriot, Tony Dolling, Angela 
Dolling, Malcolm Brown, Jenny Howell, Lorraine Bush, Cara McMahon, Alex 
Crowther, Robert Cleland 
Apologies – Karen Lumsdale, Laura Bailey, Phil Humphries, Neil Willis, Steve 
Bennett, Sue Bennett, Margaret Livingstone, Alex Evans, Amy-Leigh Shepheard, 
Anne Skinner, Tony Pass 
 

1. Minutes and Actions from last meeting 
Newsroom – Ten mini iPads and keyboards have been purchased and delivered to 
the Hub for use in this project. Alex expressed his thanks to the Partnership for 
funding this project. He also fed back that there are eighteen interested students at 
Priory Community School and ten at Worle Community School. 
The first meeting of both schools will be happening on Tuesday 21st February at The 
Hub. The students have been offered the chance to take over the content creation 
for four editions of the Midweek Mercury free paper over the next twelve months. 
Lorraine offered to help the group make links with North Somerset Life magazine. 
Alex informed us that he is talking to Somerset Life magazine currently, so links are 
already being made.  
 
Big Lunch Event – Big Lunch is a nationwide event where neighbours are invited to 
gather together and share food in their local area. Karen B has requested a free 
organiser’s pack. The official event takes place this year on Sunday June 18th. We 
will look at organising our own Big Worle Big Lunch, and will start organising this 
later in the year. 
 
Weston in Bloom feedback – Richard Knowles was asked to seek clarification from 
Weston in Bloom as to whether responsibility for planters on Dartmouth close were 
the responsibility of Weston Council. Richard was unable to attend the meeting, so 
we will seek feedback at the next Partnership meeting.  
 

2. Putting residents first 
 
Denise reminded us of the importance of putting residents in the local area first in 
terms of all the work we are doing. She suggested we change the ‘Residents 
Feedback’ slot of the Partnership meeting to a more informal slot where residents 
can raise issues, bring ideas or share thoughts about what they would like to see 
happening in the Big Worle area. We need to look at ways of finding out what local 
people want to talk about.  
 

3. Area profile 

The Area Profile is a document that was created in 2014 by North Somerset Council 

to support the development of the Big Worle plan. The area plan was used as the 

basis for consultation and engagement exercises that helped local residents and the 

community to shape and identify their priorities for the area. The profile has been 

updated and takes into account new data that became available during 2016 and 



 

aims to help the Big Worle Partnership and local people to continue to 

support community needs and aspirations through the delivery of the Big 

Worle Plan. Thanks to Lorraine for facilitating the updating of this document.  

Overall areas of deprivation are increasing in the area, so we need to think very 

carefully about how we can channel the work we are doing to support improving 

things. A copy of the Area Profile will be sent out with these minutes.  

 
4. ACIO submission update 

Denise informed the Partnership that our initial application to become an ACIO had 
been rejected by the Charity Commission. The main reasons the application was 
rejected was because it was not felt that our purpose was expressed as sufficiently 
charitable, and that we needed to be clearer on our aims and purpose on the 
application. Our Big Local rep Ian informed us that other Big Local funded 
organisations had experienced similar problems with their applications to the Charity 
Commission. Ian will see if he can link us with other Big Locals who have gone 
through the same process so we can potentially learn from their experiences.  
It was suggested that we seek advice from Voluntary Action North Somerset to help 
with the second application process. Cara agreed that VANS would be able to help 
us, and will give us a quote for how much they would charge us for this support.  
 

5. Edible Worle feedback  
Karen B fed back about the progress on this project. We had a successful launch 
event at the Hub on Thursday 2nd Feb which was attended by 19 people. Sara Venn 
from Incredible Edible Bristol gave us an enlightening talk on the work happening in 
Bristol, and the feedback from the evening was positive. Several of the people who 
attended the launch were also at tonight’s meeting, and felt that it would be good to 
share the video that was also shown with partnership members.  
Action – Karen to email Incredible Edible video link. 
Moving forward, we have been offered the use of two front gardens by local 
residents to create community plots where we can grow food to share with the 
community. We are also in talks with Heather Cullimore, Partnership officer from 
Severnside Community Railway Partnership to potentially create edible planters at 
Worle train station. We are exploring recruitment of volunteers from Worle Lions and 
links with Natural Estates. Costings will be drafted to take forward to the Audit Group 
on what is required.  
 

6. Toddler group feedback 
Three families attended the initial meeting, and we agreed to have the first Parent 
and Toddler session on Saturday 11th Feb from 11am to 12:30pm. We need to 
ensure the room is ‘childproofed’ before the session! Karen B will look into joining the 
Weston Toy Library so that we can borrow toys for the first session. Equipment will 
need to be purchased for the toddler group, Keith will put these costings together 
and take to audit.  
 

7. AWT planting day - date for diary 
On Wednesday 15th Feb there is a planting day at Castle Batch Park from 13:00-

15:30pm. Avon Wildlife Trust will be planting native hedgerows and the first few trees 

of the mini orchard on Magdalene Way, teas and coffees will be served.  



 

 

 

8. Pancake day event 
A Pancake Day event has been suggested for the 28th February, or around this date. 
Keith will chat to the schools about it, but if people have ideas for this event or 
others, please let us know! 
 

9. Items for audit 
Costings need to be submitted for the following items to be taken to audit.  

• Toddler group 

• Edible Worle Project 

• Overhead projector 

• Pancake day 

• Charity commission application fees for VANS involvement 

• Any related costs for getting the hub up to required Fire Safety standards, e.g. 
outwards pushing fire doors. 

• Smart TV for newsroom project plus wider Big Worle Use 
 
Uspend – Could the money for the Newsroom Project TV come from the Uspend 
underspend? It was agreed that this could, so this does not need to go to audit.  
It was agreed that a Uspend meeting needs to be held as soon as possible. It may 
be that Uspend could be reinvigorated now we have more young people involved?  
ACTION – Vicky to arrange a Uspend meeting before next Partnership, and the 
outcomes of this meeting to be fed back to Partnership at the March meeting.  
 

10. Any other business 
 

Tamar Court – there is no public access allowed to Tamar Court currently, however, 

they are keen for us to engage with activities that enrich their community. Keith is in 

conversation with Tamar Court about ways we can link with the work we are both 

doing.  

Intergenerational Project with Becket School On 9th February at the Hub, Becket 

School will be bringing thirty children with their teachers to ask some of our coffee 

club members questions about the changes they have seen over the years, and 

share stories with the children. Two further sessions will be arranged, and residents 

of St Clements Court and Tamar Court will be invited to take part.  

Finance update from Treasurer - At the time of the meeting the bank balance was 

£3256.09 and petty cash was £184.99. Since then we have paid our Hayers bill up to 

date.  

Chris Sperring Wildlife Walks – the next wildlife walks with Chris Sperring will be 
taking place on Friday 24th February and Friday 24th March at the Hub, starting at 
14:00pm. All are very welcome to attend these interesting, fun and informative 
events.  
Chris has received requests for walk times that would be suitable for those who work 
full time and cannot make this Friday Session. We will look at arranging these for 
later in the year when Chris has less in the way of broadcasting commitments.  



 

Chris will also be running a Birdsong Recognition Course at the Hub on the 
7th, 14th, 21st and 28th March. For more information on these sessions contact 
Keith.  
 

Weston Mercury Community Champion Awards – The Weston Mercury are 

launching an awards ceremony to celebrate local community champions and they 

need your nominations. Maybe you know someone who always looks out for their 

neighbours? A fantastic foster carer? Someone who has dedicated their time to 

raising money for charity? A friend who freely gives up their time as a volunteer for a 

cause that matters to them? Please nominate them so that our wonderful local 

volunteers can get the recognition they deserve. Follow this link for more information 

on how to nominate. 

http://www.thewestonmercury.co.uk/news/new_awards_launched_to_celebrate_west

on_super_mare_s_heroes_and_it_needs_your_nominations_1_4866345 

An observation was made that it would be hard to pinpoint one individual from Big 

Worle to nominate as a community hero as so many people are involved in 

volunteering to make our community great. Cara suggested that we could possibly 

nominate a group, rather than an individual?  

Police Commissioner Community funding bids – It was suggested that a future 

funding stream could be identifying a project that could be funded by these awards. 

Mike also asked whether we were still able to access a drop in session with our local 

Community Support Officer.  

ACTION Keith to make contact with our local CSO.  

Confidential Item 

At the end of the meeting staff seconded to Big Worle were asked to leave the 

meeting so that a confidential matter could be discussed. A confidential Chair’s note 

records the decision of the Partnership. 

Date of next meeting – Monday 6th March 
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